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The Effectiveness of Dialectical Behavioral Therapy on Self-
Harmful and Distress Tolerance in Adolescents with a History of
Self-Harmful Behaviors
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Introduction

Suicidal behaviors and self-harmful are the phenomena that have created a

major challenge for mental health. Self-assessment in adolescents usually
expresses high psychological distress. The prevalence of this problem
indicates adolescents’ discontent, which has lots of effects on other family
members and friends. Self-assessment without suicide intention is actually
self-employed or any kind of action that harms a person, but in this person,
there is no intention to die, and ultimately, suicide behavior is without the
intention of suicide, which causes suicide without having a person finish his
life. Dialectical behavior therapy is one of the cognitive-behavioral therapies
that focus on behavioral changes and is balanced with acceptance,
compassion, and validation of therapy seekers. In fact, this approach combines
empathy and acceptance of clients with problem-solving and teaching social
skills from a cognitive-behavioral perspective. Therefore, the present study
aimed to investigate the effectiveness of dialectical behavioral therapy on self-
harmful behaviors and distress tolerance in adolescents to answer the question
of if dialectical treatment affects the beatings and tolerance of distress.

Method

The present study was a quasi-experiment with a pretest and post-test with
a control group and a one-month follow-up period. The statistical population
of this study was all adolescents referring to Bandar Abbas counseling clinics
with a history of self-harmful behaviors. In this study, 30 patients were
selected by voluntary and targeted non-targeted sampling and randomly
assigned to the experimental and control groups (15 in the experimental group
and 15 in the control group) experimental group dialectics treatment in 12
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sessions of 2 hours received. The questionnaires used in this study included a
self-harmful behaviors questionnaire (Klonsky & Glenn, 2009) and a distress
tolerance questionnaire (Simmons and Gahr, 2005). Data from the research
was analyzed by repeated measure ANOVA.

Results

The results showed that Dialectical behavior therapy based on Dimeff and
Linehan's (2008) therapy package on the experimental group has been effective
in beating and tolerating distress in adolescents since this treatment has been
successful in improving self-harmful behaviors and tolerance of distress. Also,
the results showed that dialectical behavioral therapy remained fixed on self-
harmful behaviors and distress tolerance in adolescents in the follow-up stage.

Discussion

According to the findings of this study, it can be concluded that dialectical
behavioral therapy can be used as an effective therapeutic treatment for
improving the behavior of self-esteem and tolerance in adolescents with a
history of self-regulation by educating the skills of excitement, tolerance of
distress, conscious mind are being used. Dialectical behavior training can be
effective in reducing self-control behaviors. The results of this study with the
findings of Chesil et al (2020), Abooutorabi Kashani et al (2020), Saffarinia et
al (2015), Zamani (2014), Gurbani (2018), Tabatabayi (2021), Alavi (2012),
Peymannia et al (2019) is a coherent research. Explaining the findings, it can
be said that dialectical behavior therapy emphasizes learning resilience against
pain in a skillful way, and it can be concluded that disturbed behaviors are
targeted in teaching dialectical behavior therapy skills to endure and survive in
crises. And accepting life as it is in the present moment, and these strategies in
the form of turning attention (when engaging in self-harming behavior),
calming down (in times of distress), improving the moment, and thinking
about the benefits and harms of self-injurious behavior. Reduces such
behaviors and increases tolerance for anxiety.
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Table 1.
Summary of Dialectical Behavior Therapy session
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Table 1.
Frequency and percentage of Types of self-harming behaviors of people present in research

Types of self-harming behaviors Frequency Percent

Cut 19 35.18
Severe scratching 13 24
Engraving 10 18.5
Shuffle yourself 7 12.9
Swallowing hazardous substances 3 5
To burn 1 1.85
Your needlework 1 1.85
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Table 2.
Mean and standard deviation of the research variables in the experimental and control groups,
in the pre-test, post-test and follow up stage

B eh?é?(}f‘c{‘lﬁgll* apy Variables Mean SD
Pre test 57.32 5.37

Behavioral Post test 43.54 6.11

Follow up 42.01 5.3

Pre test 49.26 6.90

Interpersonal function Post test 37.25 5.89

With Follow up 50.1 6.11
Training Pre test 33.1 9.8
Intrapersonal function Post test 30.75 8.27

Follow up 30.85 7.90

Pre test 62 9/35

Distress Tolerance Post test 82.7 8.77
Follow up 83.51 7.17
Pre test 58.47 5.37

Behavioral Post test 59.70 5.23

Follow up 49.26 6.01
Pre test 49.90 7.19

Interpersonal function Post test 49.7 8.33

Without Follow up 50.1 7.45
training Pre test 33.7 7.95
Intrapersonal function Post test 34.1 6.13

Follow up 34.7 6.45

Pre test 63.95 9.45

Distress Tolerance Post test 63.05 9.7

Follow up 64.3 9.3

S 3gd e satie Cus S SR e 005 03,50 5 b elud ool (P</00) 3y el
ol s e ks |y el e slie 35l Ol VU Jleas| b odls jaze o Jail s
Jebo 3l e s D3 bl Al RT3 ol g5 slles e SASSL il L
oole a3l amys 2AS L L ssd e ealined ol = sl p S 003D Sl
Al el sl g slast 4 SIS
VS B WU PP P L PP PP T A CH IR < {WIPL SN P T (g PR B =k
S eld o e S s 6 5 Osaslm Sl 03 50 il Ll Gl
B P ) s e s e Dl S Osa3l i b amlie b s !
(S Gloya)ls, 25500) 05,8 soane a8 ol 0T SOl G38 Jsdr g Jhaw i

Al Jes s Glescaligt Gl lhgiie i Jole Sl 6



(O ot VE0Y Dbasls 5 sl 0 Jl cpler g0339) g8l Ol o g olK3Ns LBl glad ) gl cams Vo

Table 3.
Results of the analysis of the repeated measurement ANOVA on average scores of the
variables of the research

A e TP g

Stage 172542 2 726.34 99.23  0.0001  0.59

Self-harming ~ Group 236832 1 53.26 632 0.0001 037

behaviors Stage * Group ~ 2153.82 2 2153.82 107.08  0.0001  0.61
Error 29982 56 6.34

stage 395226  1.44 14923 0.0001  0.78

Distress Group 6107.48 1 6107.48 727 0.0001  0.33

Tolerance  Stage * Group ~ 2669.23  1.44 1731.25 131.80  0.0001  0.67
Error 22544  40.29 7.32
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Table 4.

Bonferoni test results and comparison of the mean of the experimental and control groups in
three stages of pre-test, post-test and follow-up in research variables

Variable Stage  T-Value ar ~ Compare SE P
means
. Pre test 2.11 28 4.87 4.07 031
SCU-NATMINE i test 6.45 28 17.49 3.51 0.0001
behaviors
Follow up 6.47 28 15.33 3.97 0.0001
. Pre test 0.97 28 423 6.80 0.47
Distress Post test 432 28 30.11 6.07 0.0001
Tolerance
Follow up 4.07 28 27.50 4.87 0.0001
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