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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the differences in dimensions of
temperament and character between older adults with experience of
abuse and those without experience of abuse. The design of the current
study was casual-comparative. The statistical population of the study
consisted of the elderly who referred to the retirement centers of Rasht
city in 2022-2023. The participants of this study were 72 elders with
experience of abuse and 92 elders without such experience who were
selected via the available sampling method. The procedure was as
follows: first some explanations were given to older adults regarding the
purpose of the research and confidentiality of information. After
declaring their consent and readiness, the participants completed the
Hwalek-Sengstock’s elder abuse screening test, whereby older adults
with a cut-off score of 4 were clinically interviewed in order to confirm
the abuse as well as inclusion and exclusion criteria. Finally, they were
assigned into two groups of older adults with and without experience of
abuse. Next, both groups filled out the short version of Cloninger's
Temperament and Character Inventory. This inventory measures the
seven personality dimensions of Cloninger's model, with responses based
on a Likert format. The obtained data were analyzed using Multivariate
Analysis of Variance in SPSS-24 software. The results revealed that there
were differences between the two groups among all dimensions of
temperament (except for the reward dependence component) and
character. Specifically, older adults with experience of abuse exhibited
lower levels of the temperament dimension of persistence, as well as
higher levels of novelty seeking and harm avoidance. They also presented
lower levels of the character dimensions of self-directedness,
cooperativeness, and self-transcendence. These findings suggest that
some personality traits as a risk factor can provide the basis for elder
abuse. It is also possible that repeated experiences of abuse have
detrimental effects on the personalities of the elderly. It is suggested that
the findings of this research in the field of the pathology of elder abuse as
well as the design of appropriate preventive and interventive programs
should be considered by experts works in this field of inquiry.
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Table 1.
Mean and standard deviation in elders with and without experience of abuse
Variable Subscales Group Mean SD
Harm avoidance With Elder Abuse 24.03 3.85
Without Elder Abuse 21.35 3.18
. With Elder Abuse 20.33 4.28
Temperament Novelty Seeking Without Elder Abuse 1740 355
Reward dependence W¥th Elder Abuse 26.60 4.25
Without Elder Abuse 28.21 4.25
Persistence With Elder Abuse 25.55 3.89
Without Elder Abuse 27.60 4.18
Self-directiveness With Elder Abuse 26.43 5.09
Without Elder Abuse 31.78 4.17
Character Co-operativeness W}th Elder Abuse 2847 4.69
Without Elder Abuse 32.18 3.63
With Elder Abuse 28.22 5.76

Self-transendence Without Elder Abuse 30.45 5.03
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Table 2.
Multivariate tests for compare means of Temperament and Character in elders with and without
experience of abuse

Wilks' . Error . Partial Eta
Model Sorce Lambda F Hypothesis df df Sig. Squared
Temperament Group 0.81 9.17 4 159 <0.001 0.188
Character Group 0.70 22.19 3 160 <0.001 0.294
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